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"And as you go oeit, gentlemen." " 'Lo. Joe:” said Bill. "Ie the boea 
said the faker, standing at the tent in? He seemed to notice Miss Abbott 
* exit, "I ask you all to remember the and Billings for the first time. 
flS pass-word and repeat It to the folks howdy, howdy” he exclaimed, 
outside. Remember the words. 'I'm isg hands with both of them, 
satisfied:' ” He threw opeiBthe flap into Tommy in town. er. and 
with a flourish. “Here they come!” taktn' you around seein' 

2 he shouted. "They've seen the show 1'loe- 
Ask them what they think a-bout It ? ■ 
d J ,r Ask them how tt^y liked it? Ask ( “P 
, d to them about Fatima's dance! 

»ker them. K°od people: Ask your own 
lhe friends and neighbors!” I peerade? 

ince I A few of the victims, sheepish, arose I time'll do. 

'girl I to his ba ‘t and said. “I'm satisfied." 

the ' Y he showman turned to re-enter the 
ump tent and faced Bill Titus, 
ting ! Bill "’as smiling with all his face 
the except the eyes. 'That's a nice liT 
aso-iJP} 1 *- stranger," he said, pleasantly. . 

The 3®«t I kain't exactly get satisfied. 
elo- You aee, ’cordin' to the way I look 


NO EXCITEMENT 


“Learn to Play Lip Golf, 
a New Game,” Says Lardner 


•Well, 
shak- 
"Run 
he's 
the sights. 

Great day!' 

He turned to the deputy and kept 
his chatter, giving the younger 
Ask | people no chance to talk. "I wanted 
to see the boss, Joe. Out to see the 
Too bad. Well, some other 
. Just had some papers I 
wanted to show him. Speakin' of pa- 
pers make me think." He included 
Nellie in the conversation. This 


T his is One of 

the Famous 
Bill Titus Stories 
— an Interesting 
Yarn to the Last 
Word. 


BY RING W. LARDNER 


Wife — This Is a fine bouillon cu|> 
Carrie give me. both handles broke. 

Husband — t'se your spoon. 

Wife — We caught o mouse this p.m. 

Husband— Hi>l he get Into a trap? 

Wife — No. Carrie killed him with a 
broom. 

Husband — That's a good Carrie. 

Wife — I'm going to get rid of her. 
though. I'll tell her I've decided to do 
my own work. 

Husband — A tine lie' 

Wife — Well. then. I'll sav we can't 
afford to pay $so. 

Husband— That's the fair way. 

Wife — Will you have some more 
bread? 

Husband — I can'l get rid of this 
slice. 

Wife — No more potatoes or nothing? 

Husband — How is the greens? 

Wife — All gone. I'm sorry. Did you 
have much lunch? 


O the editeor: It take all kind 
of golf players to 


make a 

JJ_ world in the good old summer 
time, but along about this 
time of yr. they's only two classes 
you might say. namely haply marred 
men and guys that can afford to go 
south. The 1st named has got a big 
advantage In many ways. For inst. 
they don't half to spend from one 
night to a wk. in one of them new 
fangle Pullmans witch some people 
joUcingl? calls a sleeping car. I 
could go on and name a whole lot of 

marred 


C APT. BILL TITUS, alttlng In 
Reese Wartand's parlor. In 
Summerton. Tex., had live 
aces In his hand, three hun- 
dred and forty dollars In his pockets, 
eight dollars and forty cents on the 
table before him. and a surging sorrow 
In his heart. 

There are places on the North Ameri- 
can continent where the poesesslon of 
five aces would be regarded as repre- 
hensible. but In Texas such a hand Is 
honorable, although extremely excep- 
tional. In Texas the poker deck always 
contains the Joker, which counts, at 
tlv player's option, ss an ace or any 
reeded part of a flush or straight. 
Whence came this custom no one 
seems to know. It is not true, how- 
ever. as has been reported, that the 
matter Is provided for In the state 
constitution or the revised statutes. 

i 'apt. Bill had Just received the 
m-es pat. and joy would have filled his 
breast. Instead of sorrow, had condi- 
tions been reversed so that he had 
three hundred and forty dollars on 
the table and eight dollars and forty 
cents in his pocket, because Dr. 
Bannister had opened the pot for two 
dollars, and Warland. sitting next, had 
•tilted It a little to keep the pikers 
out.” Obviously there were opportu- 
nities in this particular hand, but they 
were opportunities, alas! In which he 
could not hope to participate. For 
there Is another Texas custom that 
fettered him. In the Lone Star state 
the rule is Invariably “table stakes, i 
and he was limited, for that hand, to, 
the eight-forty. 


enough to get out and pass the joke j said to the girl, 
along, why. I s pose I'll give you your he'll 
little quarter back." 1 

" That .ain't exactly it. either." said 
Hill "You see, mister, there's boys 
in that crowd that wouldn't make no 
holler, and yet they kain't exactly 
afford to lose the two bits. N 
don t believe givin' me my qua 
back would fix it. I reckon > 
have to think of some other way. 

m goin' out and find two or three 
friends and come back here pretty 
soon, and If we find you still runnln' 
and robbln' young fellers from out In 
the country' and then tryln' to talk 
them into helpin' you rob some more, 
and callin' it a Joke. why. we're just 
nachully goin' to take your tent to 
pieces and spread it around the cir- 
cumnamblent atmosphere." 

"You threatenin' me?" demanded 
the faker blackly. 

“Why. no. not unless volunteerin' 
to wreck your tent and beat you up 
is threatenin'." 

"See here!" shouted the man. "You 

can't talk to me like that! I " He 

interrupted himself to reach for 
something, probably not a pistol or a 
knife, more than likely a blackjack, 
and collapsed on the ground with a 
gasping yell. Bill Titus' experience 
had taught him that it Is never well 
to wait to learn what sort of weapon 
a man is about to draw; his knotted 
fist, swung forward and upward with 
all the strength behind a broad shoul- 
der. struck the showman Just above 
the big watch charm that glistened 
in the middle of his rotund vest. "Po- 
leece!” he yelled, as he went down. 

By volunteering to charter an au- 
tomobile for the ride to the police 
station Bill saved himself any hu- 
miliating exhibition in a patrol 
The efficient policeman who 


witness your signature a 
leave Pryor's name as witnessi 
mine. 

"Yes. sir." replied the girl Umldly 
The deputy dashed his 
blotted it. 'This paper. - ' 

Bill effusively 


other advantages witch a 
man has got if they was any. 

On the other hand the bachelors 


name and 
continued 

ter Bill effusively, "is a little agreement 
e'll between Miss Nellie and me where - 

So by I take cl " ”~ 

... ---• 1 . Saves 

and all" she has to 

uiiiiu __ _ been 

irresolutely. quite out j>f the 
ion. 1-.... — - * ..” 

;e here!” he exclaimed. t 


harge of all the prop'ty 
her pa left her. for Ove years. Saves 
her the bother, a..- --- 
fuss with is the interest. 

Tommy Billings, whe 

conversation, found his voice with a 
jerk. "See here!" he exclaimed. t 

think that this " 

Bill slowly turned his eyes full upon 
Tommy and stared him in the face. 
Billing's voice ' ”' J 

“What you 
nothin' to d' 
prop'ty. did it. Tommy 
"No. No. Why. no, 

Bill turned and 
ter. folding at. ' 
paper. Billings 
ward, unattractive, blushlt 

away again. Then- 

"Say. Nellie," he said, i 
T got an errand to do tr 
forgot. We kin sort of i 
just now, kain't we. Cap n 
around and all? I ought t 
Say. maybe I kin see you 
might be in .the post j 


- -„;_i in the face. 

trailed off into silence, 
thdught 


didn't havi 
with Miss Abbott'! 
•?" asked Bill, 
of course not.' 
i resumed his chat' 
nd putting away th. 
looked at the awk 


o'clock, and 1 11 try to be there. 

W B»l t Turned from the window 
I hear you-all say you had 
somewhere?" he ask'd, plea 
•That's all right. I » „‘ ake f C 
Nellie, u. 
look out 
good timi 
Billings 
liglble. Ill 
without meeting 
made a hurried ai 
•Oh, Tommy! 
me a minute." h 
-I want to ask hi 
was talkin' of st 
over his barber 
into the hall, wh 
by his hall, was 
"Tommy." s*t« 
but a very unplei 
I think maybe y 
back to that li 1 ; 


with persiflage. T kain't do nothin' 
but shoot my wad." he remarked. 

tDr. Bannister studied his own hand, 
measured a stack of chips up to Bill's 
level and added flve dollars. "We 
might's well keep this from deterio- 
ratin' Into a children's game. ’ he an- 
nounced. Two men dropped out. War- 
land reraised the doctor, and Bill, able 
werety to wait for a "sight In the 
pot." and assured that all he could 
possibly win was eight dollars and 
forty cents apiece from the three play- ; 
ers who had remained, relapsed Into 
ulntereeted gloom. 

Dr. Bannister chuckled as he raised 
Warland'a bet. Chief of Police Ew- 

» ig. who had dragged alontr studied 
is cards contemplatively. "The time 
has come.” he declared with finality, 
“to turn the erring offspring from the 
door." He threw the hand away and 


✓ wagon. ----- - , 

/ had appeared promptly at the show- 

/ man’s cry took them both In without 

prejudice. The chRf himself was at 
police headquarters, where the officer 
made his report. 

"When this show feller — name s 
moment to put over a trick of his Hartmann — hollered 'Police!' I come 
trade, that, while old as the everlaat- a-runnln'." said the policeman, and 
ing hills In the villages and "cattle he was rollin' around on the ground 
shows" of the east, chanced to be a j inside the tent boldin' on to his etom- 
novelty in south Texas.- ach. and Cap'n Titus here was stand- 

This manager had about an hour In' over him friskin’ him for a gun. 
before suffered a severe business re- This Hartmann — runs a hootchy- 
verse. Being detected in a stratagem cootch show on my plaxa — he wanted 
not in accordance with his agreement the Cap'n arrested, and the Cap'n 
with the manager of concessions, he says that was all right so long's I 
had been ordered to fold his tent at pinched the other feller, too. So I 
sunset and depart. Angered, he decld- brought 'em both In.” 
ed to clean up during the remaining “AH right. Bosworth: you can go 
three or four hours a harvest of dol- back.” When the policeman had gone 
iars by means of the stunt known to the chief turned to Buck: "What was 
his profession as the "blow-off" — by (t. Cap'n?” 

which Is meant a proceeding that can "Wait, chief! I’ll tell you!" Inter- 
be worked only during the last hours rupted the showman. 'This guy come 
of the last day of an engagement. i nt0 •• 

when unfriendly advertising may be „, f you don>t Bhut up . rn Bend you 
expected to i Jo • hann^ downstairs without waiting to hear 

^ htt the flhowman failed to take ^ . vnn did* nald the chief coldly, 
into account was that In T«as one £a2‘m What S?d you ' h£v. to 

should be more cautious than In the . . . . . i,.. 

'« vets '‘mad^ 0 and The storjdld no. take long. At It. 

Where the Yankee _*«*• 1 “*£. ““*} conclusion the chief turned an un- 
sputters, the Texan may get mad and Bymp athetlc eye on Hartmann and 

et Jh !i. the summoned a plain-clothes man from 

"Now, this closes the regular pro- . room 

gram, men.” the fellow announced, as 'This fellow — name Hartmann — Is 
the second of the two Innocuous runnlnc a K | r i B how." said the chief, 
dances was concluded. but I ask .. and he - B going to pack his tent and 
you to give me your atten-shun for , et out o{ t „wn this evenin'. I don't 
Just one moment while I make an Ira- care w b e re he goes, so long as he gets 
po i!f nt ... . out of town. If he tries to open his 

•There bein' no ladlee or ehil-dren , how a „| n . or If he Isn't out of town 
present, men. I m goin to give a lit- by 9 0 ' C | 0 ck, bring him In and lock 
tie special performance In the small hlm up for vagrancy. That's all. 
tent adjoining this tent In the rear. Hartmann. Don't come back next 
A performance especially for men ye ar" 

on-ly. In which the little lady Fatima. "Listen. chief. You can't do this! I 
who has Just de-llghted you. will give a |„'t done 

the special dance with which It was -if i hear two more words out of 
her wont to de-llght the Sheek Hus- you 111 vag you anyway," the chief 
suf. before she eacaped from his hay- interrupted. “Get out!” 
rem. It will Cost only twent-flve He turned to Bill cordially. "I'd like 
cents, gentlemen, to see this dance, to seen you hit him.'*" he remarked, 
and I guarantee each and all of you "He's puffin' yet. Where you been the 
will be perfectly satisfied. Now. be- last two months I haven't seen you 


and mighty nice «t you," 
for her and see she had a 
Afternoon. 

ed something unlntel- 
i hat to the company 
the glr's eyes, and 
nd ungraceful exit, 
called Bill. “Lxcuse 
e said to the others 
im about a feller that 
art in' a pool hall^uP 
shop.” ---- . 

iere Billings, stopped 


shop.” He hurried 
iere Billings, stopped 
waiting hesitatingly- 
Bill. In a low voice, 
asant one. "Somehow 
rou don't want to go 
ol' barber shop. Sort 
like it might be un- 
:™ t B -for several people S-poss I 
- sell those chairs and things for 
’nd send you the money wherever 

iay »'here "man Sn^thY address, goes south In the winter and can 
n * “he repeated, significantly, golf all the yr. around and are right 
■t bring it." .# on their game when the season opens 

ruese I'll go back if I want to, up torih. whereas the men with bag- 
bled Billings, doggedly. gage has got to begin all over again 

i right." said Bill. 'But Im wise evt-ry May. and It generally always 
lat you tried to put oyer on . > ■ - takeB them till the 1st of Nov. to find 

owin' to get her prop »y ' out what is the matter with their 

there wouldn t "JL— whatever I game. Besides witch the bachelors 
r a W ¥?M B merVlv say that as soon either don't have no Job or at lease 
m° stick "you r n oft into town I'll they can quit whenever they find out 
U . mn Mil give you a case of its interfering with their regular 
Dolsonln' you'll never get over — business wile a haply marred man 
[don't care, personally speakin', has got to park his nose vs. the grind 
i come tomorrow. organ at all seasons of the yr. and 

returned to the girl. even In the summer time life with 

llie." said he, "let's you i and me hlm ^n't be one long round of 36 
nue the dissipations of tb }£"ia“ ho , e8 Llke for sample take the 
i>y Koln' over to the st y-rwncm f myBeU wltch i hate to talk on 

'xL^idYa Sow would-be »Sm l that subject though many of my ad- 
m£at W and a thick steak with mlrers is always makeing the crack 
rooms and a little salad with that they wished they knowed more 
Ma or' grapefruit or something about me personally and they are 


“DON’T TAKE HIS GOLF SHOES OFF FROM OXF. \ EAR’S 
ANOTHER EXCEPT TO LOOK FOR A LOST BALL IN A 
HAZARD." 


instead of thinking he would wait 
mors deal before ropianlshlng. Final- 

ly Warland, who had drawn one card ^ 

and filled • high flush, called the doc- "CAPT. BILL WAS AT THE RAILROAD STATION NEXT MORNING.” 

tor. whose pat hand proved to be an ■ . ■ 

eight full. The doctor looked Inquir- 
ingly at Chpt. Titus. at her and seeming only to make con- ears. She met his eye for a second 

"Got anything prettlsr than that?” vernation. "Folks say It's a big show only, then looked away uncomfort- 

be asked. - thle year. I have to get up at least ably. "Why — yes — I expect so.” she 

••No." snorted Bill, epreading them one day out of the week every year, replied, 

face np. "Nothin’ a-tall— except Buck, it'# kind of excitin', and I never got For the second time that forenoon 

Ball. Billy. Beauty and Bucephalus, over likin' to see a big peerade." Bill forged forward through the train. 

ThaVe -*lt - An' me slttln here with The girl glanced at him sidewise. This time he went to the smoking car. 

just enough vested capital In front of He was not looking at her. made and lighted a cigarette and IA- 

my vwK to net the sain of t w en ty - r snt back from Europe that jjslsd “• smoke with every mark of 

live dollars and C ? at L, first time." he went on. "the only thing d *£P „ „ . , „ 

lost ninety dollars etdaa I f 1 ever could describe was that peerade . When the train rolled Into San An- 
and whea mr chance comee to take whgre King George was crowned, and *»"'<>. took hie time getting off. A 

the ekleS od _ the kacka of yon pie- |t |hora waan t because I didn't see survey of hle surroundings showed 

eyed creaks I'm absent, MB up on worth aeein'. either. But hlm ‘he colorless girl, with the queer, 

the roof ehovelin nt*. "Tie enoi ug i. ih * t wlth ^ klni . B ln lti that expensive clothes and the bulging 

Horteaael There l# luck and luck, and waa Bhow A „ thB r0 yaltlee— wicker suitcase, boarding a street car 

I know when to quit. Me. now. I m |ha Kaiser and the Csar of Turkey and • > ‘ rb « r with the forelgq face and 

going to caah ln the whole thirty- TBd<Jy RooMvB | t and the K lng of the New England name was also drag- 

three-aixty and carry It home wun 8paln — r>id you ever see a picture * ln * hie near-leather sultcaae aboard 

me. and about twenty mlnuUe from J th n B King of Spain r * trolley, but a different one. Captain 

now I am going to tuck me tn my lit- “Why yes I reckon so " Titus looked from one to the other as 

tie bed." "Don't he look for all the world like he approached a competent-looking 

"Far bo It from me to object If the Tommy Billings'*" chauffeur. 

«• . ■*— One might have thought the girl "An' etlll I aln«* absolutely sure." 

hie winnings. -But 8a ap Bd( but Bill did not seem to notice he said aloud, a bad habit formed 
It. "Like Tommy— Billings?" she re- Y*»f» In solitudes where cattle 

p« a ted couldn't either talk back or repeat 

"Uh-huh. Lota Same long chin, what they heard. "8he'e always bash- 
Same black hair. Same black eyes. I more or leea and Just because he's 
noticed It soon's Tommy Billings came been sneakin' out to take walks with 
to town and taken over Mike Long s her evenln'e may have made her more 
old barber shop. Bout the same age. •» than usual. I don't s-poee anybody 
too. I should say. I don't guess the ever looked at her twice Im fora And 
resemblance Is family." he added, "al- he ain't looklnrat her. but by her at 
though somebody was tellln' me Tom- the bank rolL Well, ehe'e of age. But 
my waa quarter Spanish, or Mexican. J* ** • what It looks like, Tve tied up 
or somethin' " that twenty thousand dollars for flve 

u. .... - years, anyway. I hope I can find 

th? wlnd£2 V fl h n* o' « om « b '> d )' “> that money out to at 

the window. That s a fine lot o enoug: h to make me whole. And I 

Z, ' m in.; .a* i ai , guess that's all I'm called on to do. 

..IkL. i .Tf'? n,y J Wn 1 1 ‘® e Course I'd hate to see— but I've known 

the earth|hlm gettln on this train T , oU of m< . n m |iii OB * ot ' (m< that have 

w .. n ” 1 accumulated considerable kale and 


session _ 

Warland. rattling h . 

why to bed? It isn't tomorrow ret. 

• "I have resolved a resolution," de- 
clared Bill. “Those live aces pat- 
jumpin' greasers, but I never see em 
pat before in an my more than thirty 

G >rs of earliest practice!— clinched it. 

ck'a been breakln’ rotten with me 
lately. Nobody's payin' any principal, 
and most of 'em want to stand off tbs 
Interest. I’ve been gently notified of 
two passed dividends I haven t sold 
an acre ln ten days. I kain't win at 
draw. I'm bored. I'm ongweed I have 
decided to go away fromhere.' 

"Whither?' asked the Chief of Po-. ------- - --- - 

lice mildly, proceeding to cash up the hawga. he remarked. 
outstandlng ( chips. ^ 

reekin' adventure. Tomorrow I go .‘2 I ' I 

Han 'Ntonlo, take ln the carnival, and on thla train. I dldnt notice. repuUtlon for sense of attendin' strict- 

look at the pretty peerade. There- Y “h ; I see him get on up ln front. | y to their own business." 
after It is for fate to say. I may »e • goin to t^e In tee peanide. “Huh?” demanded the auto driver 

stay a week and I may stay forever. **• * B ** d Bt nothing medlta- BUBp iclouely. 

Thomas Murphy, the slave, shall run tlvely for some moments. I have a -i waB remarkin', eon. that Freeman 
the real estate shop; he never did sell £2“* ,*** “ p Bnd shrieked when Kosciusko fell. Ever 

any land yet. but maybe he caa. I smok er. I_alnt had a cigarette since know Freeman”" 
had hoped to do thla on your money, breakfsst. He put on his hat, which "HuhT‘ 

but my own will have to do. 8o I w“ ,B hie lap. and roee. 'Maybe 111 .. He waa a m0 vin'-plcture director, 

start In the mawnln' at seven -fifteen be . , ? r# _^ r ® l 'l* 1 <, - 8an and Kosciusko — we always called him 

If the flyer breaks all precedents and «^nlo, he eald. The girl nodded. Kosky— had to fall off a precipice and 
'gets In on time. Before then I need Bill swung forward through the break his neck, and he done It when 
sleep. Therefore. I may not linger train, hat he did not go as far as the the p | CtU re machine wasn't movin'. 

■witfcl you only Ion* enough to tmke * ■mokln* c*r. Instead, he sat py n»m- rhe fl j m just give out. No wonder 

little good-night snifter, in case Reese jcl* In » day coach and stared out of hollered." 

gets hie mind off his wlnnin’e long wa window. "Huh!" said the driver. | 

enough to remember to aak ua Holy ■ After a while he took some loose "H'poee now you take me up to that 
maverick! All of 'em pat. a flush and Jhf* 1 * of bl » nk ■* BUoner J ,bu P‘ restaurant on Houston street that's 

a full house out. and a net return of tain pen from his pocket. What he _ ot th# pre tt y girl waiters and the 

twenty-flve-twenty !" .7** '’u 1 5®ia r a W rf te i Picture of fish on the frescoes. Know 

"Forgetting for a moment the flve three tlmea before he folded It. and tbe one j m ean?' 

*u^ b I ed' rea rw'ard I n’/^the’cha'l r'^'ar* "Then“on with the clutch! Let gas 

igjrjar'Lx ittuvss; Si?® 

.think you will be absent from our Int^the chair be>ld f eMi«. Abbott. TeroS the re^urant. but he had break- 

"-fV never forget 'em!" replied Bill “W : ******* S 0 STi| h wi n t%r S!Slf toSS&fi taifitaSS? climb.’f rom 
SMfSL' iorg ^ mtoZ T wae UP comir SSS& to"Ur "Aunt the cloth In front of him Mnd present- 
r'hl^eLTume^ ha f . 0r d‘.p W .ri^ n fom WJJ ‘° o "« ^orgo^g^^ remarked 

•j*" ' “ bad “ 11 h “ ,rom thU wh” thf r “s nothin' ^Jse to do Tm easily. "What would you recommend 

B, “ Sr . renroachfu y 

in , A h^d^r money* to 0 w'orkln* harter^for* y^pu* than "Ka^t "y'Z 

snake.! Five # ace. pat and . h. ■VuinJ B keJ[ h hli moneyprot" busr Ind^earin' ‘ anything 0 "'^ ham and 

rantaln Bill Titus ln his ao-to-the- Since he's gone jfcu ain't got but four al *hsr 

eltWtSi the rauroid stL «"d a half per cent for It in the bank. The lady did not -mile. Straight 

tion the next morning at about the you know. UP “' Yn ?i know it." 

time the San Antonio-bound train— "I reckon you'll do what's right. nerformed a feat of apparent 

.ailed “flyer” along the line only by Cap'n Bill." said the girl. i 2 Zt Wt » flus of water 

w ay of waggish humor— was due. The "8hore. Now. I waa thlnkln' If you Ln’d ^ naokln before ^him and dlsap- 
statlon agent Informed him cheerily wanted me to let that money out at L™ d toward the kitchen. B1U look- 

that the train Would be about a half eight per cent the bank would handle K^ho,,? him beaming 

hour earlier than usual, being at last It for you and charge, say. a hundred -rhis Is the life'" he soliloquised, 
report, only forty minutes late. dollBr8B year f 2L ,en 2 ln Vl. lt That "If I'd gone to one of the hotels or 

It was a fresh-shaven, twinkling- would give you fifteen hundred a year. 1 , 5 rd cer talnly have met up 
eyed, ruddy-faced, carefree Bill that a hundred and twenty-five a month wllh som ebodv that would've wanted 
M rolled up and down the platform. Of course, the difference with doin' It 7, ‘hire ^. automobile and go look a 

•William T. Titus' days aa cowpuncher. that-a-way Is that you couldn't draw in .tvlT.nd (h« I don't want 

^tuS^ere^y^. 0 h U u‘t goFany 1 ‘id ea° of ^ ^Va^aV^e fWlTJWS 

a ^ ,h “- “ yway turn backward - ob ^‘ 

brimmed, high-crowned hat It was be- .“r h( . n th , beB , th | 11(c to do j “ H er>s yuramaneggA" said the 
cause he liked them, and for no rea- thought, was for you to just let me duchros 

pn of n^eMity. He ownM the bank hwe that money, representin' the At three o'clock Bill Titus, going to 
1 . ? Jii L' , y ' bank - you agreeln not to call for the and fro seeking entertainment, was „ Rtalans 

. state a^ltlon principal for five yearn, say— that's still alone, although there had been JJlSa' nothlnS 

sundry pieces of . ealt/ here and there how long these here vendor's lien times when he had been put to It to .2JLU 0 , ^ 

throuj^out the state In wlrich holes notes run that I'm thlnkln' of puttin' avoid old friends and cronies, "do- t n T^-w 'vofoe* 0 ahead ' “ d EIlane ' 
had been drilled out of which oil th* money Into— and me agreeln' to ing" the celebration, as he had fore- low vo J c f‘ 

lowed In gratifying quantlllea. Also pay you a hundred and twenty-five ae« n in automobiles and style. „P° you ba lme me . 

,1 Vre was a prosperous ranch ten dollars each and every month. Think Hia salvation had been the surging _ l '°- dear. I don t blame you. 

miles from bummerton. • that'll be satisfactory, or do you want crowds In which a man could easily You want to make a great fortune. 

Three or four minutes before a to consult somebody else about It?" lose himself Being the “big day" of You are very ambitious. Very well. 

smudge of smoke over a rise of the "Why— ! don't know n..boily but you the celebration, tens of thousands of But I. who am all for the simple life. — 

prairie- to the south denoted the ap- r d consult about money." ' visitors added to the city's normal vrould prefer a little place In the was a little disturbed, 

pfoach of the train, a girl came quick- "Then, fine urid dandy!" He pulled population all on the streets awaiting country. This life of struggle, con- "What la it? What does he want 

ly around the corner of the t ommrr- papers out of his pocket and made a the parade scheduled for the cool of tinuert false pretense and intrigue with you?" 

< ml House and walked across the „how of running through them "I the afternoon It was a joyous noisy, wearies and frightens me. Yet I 'Til go see." 

street tb‘ the station. drew up a little agreement coverin' It. good-natured, characteristic carnival will do whatever you say." Mme. Combeaufontalne resumed her >nore 

She was slight, sallow, dran-haired piannln* to come over to your Aunt crowd— home people. Texans from a Eliane was charming, with her lit- usual smiling manner, passing from then 

and awkward, and she wore a tan Em'ly's to see you most any evenin', radius of two hundred miles. Mexicans, tie air of resignation. Very gentle, group to group. 1 ' " 

dress that say woman of discernment Here it Is. This says Just whnt I'Ve loud-laughing negroes, some thou- very sincere, one could see that she on the door, nevertheless, 

would have described an 'trying to just stated, about your lettln' me have sands of pale-faced tourists from the was made to lead a modem and Ten minutes later Combeaufontalne 

her particular complexion. It was of the money for flve years and me pay- north nnd eHst. tranquil existence. But She adored reappeared. He wae very pale. 

-bod quality but Ill-fitting The small in' you fifteen hundred dollars a year. mil had played no favorite In the her husband and Pierre COmbeau- He looked for his wife. When he 

wicker suitcase in her hand bulged. and soon. I s'pose we could save time way of carnival attractions; he had fontalne. being more ambitious than reached her side he said: 

< aptain Titus nodded cheerful y to if you signed It right row " taken In everything In sight. He was ahe, had thrown himaelf Into the vor- “A word or two. my dear.” 

b " r a, '.* be hurried toward the ticket The girl read the brief writing In enjoying the showa some but the tex of speculation. He drew her towaed a window. 

i.Blce. Mawnln . Heine., he said the vague manner of one who under- crowds more: rolling and basking In Up to now he had had little luck. "What Is It?” EIlane asked anx- 

Mawnln , Cap n Bill, she replied, stands little of business forms. He the holiday spirit.. He had spent his own fortune and lously. 


DELIVERANCE 


Traaalateg Er ase the Frvaeh Eliane's In foollah undertakings. He “A piece of luck 

By Will teas L. MePheraea. waa about to play hie last card. luck! It was an 

P IE-URF Comhea n fontalne asked In fMct - he had only a few thou- Credit Bordelais. 1 

IERRE Combeaufontalne asked gand francg , eft „ the phosphates that we have won a 

his wife for the second time- _ - * ' " 

"Did you say two thousand be bankrupt 
franca?" The P»y ch ' 

"I said two thousand franca." an- ‘“utV^b^Lu^. , a-tren 

swered Eliane. 'The buffet supper intelligence to come to his assistance. -a f, 
and the flowers we must have, to 8o Eliane objected no longer and -y;, 
start wMh. Then we need two men made preparations for the reception, the nt 

to serve, a butler and two maids i for Paaaing to the buffet, Mme. Slgoules And i 

the cloakrooms. Also mualc. Fif- pulled her husband's coat sleeve. ing it. 
ure It up yourself. I don't Include “Everything is very chic here In you m 
a new gown. Marla will do over Eliane's establishment" 

something for me." ‘ nr "' 

"And Maria has asked for a 
raise 

"Yes. she wants two hundred 
francs more.” 

"It is frightful!" 

"I agree with you. 


:! A great piece of 
i employe of the 
He came to tell me 

— . _ million francs. 

enterprise didn't succeed he would The drawing occurred at t o'clock. 

This man took It on himself to hurry 


Just Weight. 

A CONGRESSMAN was talking at a 
dinner about a profiteer. 

"The wretch." he said, “not only 
oharges too much, but he puts forth 
his commodity in smaller and smaller 
packets all the time. I'd like to read 
him Mark Twain's 
graph. 


- n . wii v awv « uvuj IIVI C AUUIV 

- answered, anything about It-” 

"You can see that Combeaufontalne "Very well.” 

Is ln luck. He makes money easily. They separated 

Dld J,°“ hla wife's necklace?" B ut already the young wife had 

Oh. I have noticed It before. It Is been stricken by a strange fever. 
Rut remem- won “ er * ul * 11 *■ «omethlng to make She raised her voice when she talked. 
- ----- — , - - r remem any woman rave over. Every time I Her conversation war iirkv 

SrvH” " h, ' h * UKh * t ° 0nh ‘ V * ert ’’" e “ aP °“" h ‘ a aue' itlonto^m""' EtaUn” 

y * y cat?* .. 8 * rvant *'" w 11 buy 7 on im - 

•Tf k my phosphate venture is a sue- d siK ° ules ahrugged her shoul- While she talked she nervously fln- 

oess. we can have three servants." oe ”' , , „ _ , w a . f« red he r roJ 1 ? 1 A>ec»tlace. Suddenly 

"But I would rather keep Marla Oh! you! If I only had a quarter the thread broke and the pearls were 
and take a small apartment.” ot what you’ve promised me!" scattered oyer the floor. 

Pierre Combeaufontalne stroked his Ab for Etienne Llffre. his hard There was a general alarm. Every- 

brow and reflected an instant. Then p Y eB had lost their usual gleam of body hurried toward her. Women 
he said resolutely: distrust. He became expansive. He bent down and men scrambled on their 

"Etienne Llffre seems inclined to delighted to find himself ln this par- knees to recover the tiny, glistening 
go into phosphates. He has a pow- tlcularly elegant company. The host- globules, 

erful group behind him. Moreover * BB presented him to her charming They all talked at once. 

!.j is a snob. If I Invite him to a friend, Mme. Etalans. the most beau- "Here are three pearls!" 

very brilliant afternoon reception he tlful woman in the salon. Etienne "Here are five!" 
will be Impressed. I will introduoe Llffre exuded satisfaction. Eliane “I have the clasp!” 

him to Salnt-Fotx. to 8lgoules. to saw at a glance how* Impressed he Eliane burst Into a gale of laughter. 

Vilamblard and to your pretty friend, was. Pierre wae going to be able to These people groping at her feet gave 
~ Who risks nothing. PUk through his phosphates promotion. her a curious sensation of triumph. 

Maria appeared at the door of the She became ironical, almost conlemp- 
room and made signs to her mistress, tuous. 

"Somebody wants to see monsieur. "Don't put yourselves to so much 

trouble. They are only imitation." 

She crushed one of them under her 
heel. The guests looked at her fn 
amazement. 

Then Eliane. guessing their thoughts 
broke out defiantly: 

"What of it? When one isn't pros- 
perous he must pretend to be. But 
since flve minutes ago I have had no 
eed of all this trumpery. Since 

, lerre and I have ceased to be 

But she kept an eye I dependent on anybody." 

rth.l... I ••••••• 

The Combeaufontaines took refuge 
1 the provinces. It was fortunate 


ago when one 

of the boys told me I was sticking 
out my tongue when I swung and a 
person 
quaint 

played winter and summer both, 
it don't seem f ‘ ' 
that has got a wife and kiddies to ] 
support should ought to be asked to I 
compete on even turns with some old 
roue that don't take his golf shoes 


till two 


ton -of- coal 


couldn't of never fell Into a I - „ . _ 

ike that if they had of | « hen Mark Twain was a reporter. 

J and I y° u know - he inserted this paragraph 

fair that a man like i J into a report of a wedding: 

— — ! Conspicuous among the wedding 

gifts was a ton of coal that had been 
in the bride's family for five genera- 
tions. This was much admired by rea- 
son of its quaint, old-world m&ssive- 
cept to look for a lost ball In a water I neBB - being much heavier than the 


late James O'Neill, veteran 
actor, who played "Monte Crlsto" 
6.000 times, often used to laugh over 
the remarkably high wages of Ameri- 
can labor. 

"A young boilermaker." he said 
one evening at the Players' Club, 
“was giving his best girl a spin in 
his ninety-horsepower racer — when 
he nearly ran down a bent old man. 
He nodded to the old man carelessly. 
Then he said to his girl: 

'"Excuse me fur speakin' to that 
shabby old geezer. Mame. Ye see. 
he's the owner of the boiler factory 
where I work.' " 


